THERE’S A BLESSING IN THE STORM
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS
An Attitude of Gratitude 

“Mutilated, poisoned, and burned, but I made it!”

Declare with me, “There Is---A Blessing---In The Storm.”  “There Is---A Blessing---In The Storm.”
Shall we pray.
INTRODUCTION

Read Mark 4:35-41.

Evening comes to all of us.  Evening is depicted in scripture as a time of trouble.  Christians, as well as non-Christians experience dark days.  We all experience dark days.  In the text we find the disciples, in the evening, in the dark.  They had so quickly forgotten that Jesus, by just speaking a word had brought healing to the centurion’s servant, was on the ship with them.  Jesus said “Let us go over to the other side.”  Now, how many of you know that when Jesus declares something, it will come to pass?  Jesus said it, I believe it, the songwriter adds I’m going to take him at his word.  He said let us go over to the other side.  Life is a journey and if we’re going to make it to the other side, we’d better be on the right side.  “If Jesus Goes With Me, I’ll Go Anywhere”.    HALLELUJAH!!!  The text says they took Jesus along, just as he was, in the boat.  37And there arose a great storm of wind, [[a]of hurricane proportions] and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.  In this life, we will have storms.  In this life we will have tribulations.  In this life we will have storms of disappointment, sickness, diseases, all manner of afflictions.  Storms messing with our money, storms messing with our relationships, storms messing with our bodies, storms messing with our minds.  Jesus said, “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33b)  We will have storms.
Let’s look at Jesus, our perfect example..  Matthew 11:28-29:”Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  Jesus said “Learn of me”.  So, let’s see what Jesus did in the midst of this great storm.
 38And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow***: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 39And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. Hush now! Be still (muzzled)! And the wind ceased ([b]sank to rest as if exhausted by its beating), and there was [immediately] a great calm ([c]a perfect peacefulness). 
We’ve established that storms will come.  In fact, they are inescapable. You’ve heard it before---if you’re not in a storm, you’re either coming out of a storm or headed for one.
Our theme comes from the title of a recording by Kirk Franklin. Read song.***  In order to really believe There is a blessing in the storm, let’s start to look at the word storm,   S-T-O-R-M differently. Storm is defined in the dictionary, as “a violent disturbance, dominated by strong winds.”  As Christians, we are called by God to respond to storms in a way that causes us to grow in trust of God and to witness to others of God’s presence in our lives.  
S
Sovereignty

What is sovereignty?  Sovereignty points to who has authority, power, control.

Psalms 103:19:   “The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; 
and his kingdom ruleth over all.”              
In other words, GOD IS IN CONTROL.   If we could just get that into our spirits…

then, we could easily accept the limited storm as from the Sovereign hand of the loving God.  

Charles Stanley puts it this way: “Nothing can touch a believer's life unless it comes through the permissive will of God. That means He has complete control, even when it feels like Satan is running wild through our personal lives. The Lord has a purpose for whatever He brings into a person's life. We may desperately wish for different circumstances. But God sometimes allows us to go through difficult situations when they will ultimately bring about favorable results. If we allow Him to finish the work instead of trying to free ourselves, we'll see a positive outcome.”  
God is in control and He won’t allow more than we can bear.  
“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”    --- I Cor 10:13
Charles Swindoll says:  “When you realize that your circumstances, no matter how overwhelming or pressing, are ruled by a King who seeks your highest good, you can truly consider it all joy when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”  (James 1:2-4)

God is sovereign.  God is in control.

Strength--- “The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?” Ps. 27:1
Isaiah 40:31 says:  “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”  
Wait on Him. Wait for God’s deliverance.  To those who wait on the Lord, he gives new strength, a better perspective, increased stamina, and a stronger resistance.  Wait, like the waiter in a restaurant.  The duties of waiting staff include preparing tables for a meal, taking customers' orders, serving drinks and food, and cleaning up before, after and during servings in a restaurant.  The point is they are not idle, they are preparing, taking orders, serving and cleaning up.  We wait anticipating, expecting, in obedient service to God---Hallelujah.  We wait knowing the trouble won’t last always.  We wait knowing that weeping last for but a night, but joy cometh in  the morning.  Persevere and wait.  You shall mount up with wings as eagles.
The eagle when he knows a storm is approaching will fly to some high spot and wait for the winds to come.  When the storm hits, it sets its wings so that the wind will pick it up and lift it above the storm.  While the storm rages below, the eagle is soaring above it.  The eagle does not escape the storm.  It simply uses the storm to lift it higher.  It rises on the winds that bring the storm---it soars higher, faster, and stronger.

When the storms of life come upon us we can rise above them by setting our minds and our belief toward God.  The storms do not have to overcome us.  We can allow God’s power to lift us above them.  God enables us to ride the winds of the storms that bring sickness, tragedy, failure and disappointment in our lives.  
We can soar above the storm, not on our own strength but that of our Lord.  
Shelter---“He who dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.”  Ps 91:1

This is that secret place that Kirk spoke of.  That secret place that’s full of grace.  Positionally,  we are already seated with Christ in the heavenly places (Eph 2:6). Relatively. we can only enter this shelter, if we have an intimate relationship with God.  Spend time with Him, dwell with Him.
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  Ps 46:1 

Sufficient---“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God.”  II Cor 3:5

Paul approached God 3 times regarding a thorn in his flesh and God’s response:
“My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness.  Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in distresses for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  II Cor 12:9
God allows storms in our lives to bring us to perfection.  Character is formed in the furnace of affliction, no suffering, no character.  God is more interested in developing our character than our comfort.  Sometimes we have to go through some things.  We suffer. We hurt.  It’s those times that seem so unbearable that God says, “My grace is sufficient.”  Job said “…Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”  (Job 2:10) 
T
Turn to God.  Cry out to God.  Ps. 107 says: “…they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses.”  They cried out repeatedly.
Look for Jesus.  He said He would never leave you, nor forsake you.  Look for Him in the storm.  His ways are not our ways, neither His thoughts our thoughts.  He may not come the way you expect Him, but He’s there.  Look for Him.  

Focus on Him, putting our eyes squarely on Him, not our circumstances, our storm.  Focusing on Jesus, that’s 20/20 vision.  When we have 20/20 vision we can see victory in the face of defeat.  When we have 20/20 vision we can see hope in despair.  When we have 20/20 vision we can see love where there was once hate.  When we have 20/20 vision we can see peace where confusion resides.  When we have 20/20 vision we can see Jesus in all our circumstances.

There were a couple of things the disciples did correctly, v.38b---1) they turned to Jesus---“…they awaked Him”; 2)  they cried out to Him----“…and say unto Him”.  Fear always accompanies adversity.  In fact a degree of fear is what makes something  an adversity versus just another experience.  Each of us will face fear at some point; it is what we do with it that matters most.  In the face of fear, turn to God.  “Trust in him at all times, ye people, pour out your hear before him.  God is a refuge for us.  Selah. “ (Ps. 62:8)
The storm terrified the disciples, but it didn’t as much as raise an eyebrow on the Lord.  The difference.  Trust.
Trust in God.  We can afford to trust God because He knows about the storm and He cares.  God is not an evil taskmaster, He is the Loving God.  “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an unexpected end.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
If we acknowledge God’s sovereignty over every aspect of our lives, He will guide our paths.  

Prov. 3:5-6 says:  “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.   In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
We can trust God.
Take God at His Word.  To take God at His word, first of all we have to know His Word.  The Word of God gives us a weapon by which we can fight off Satan, his lies, and attacks.  If we want to successfully overcome doubt and fear, we must know what the Word of God says, for ourselves.  “Thy word have I hid my heart, that I might not sin against thee”. It’s the Word of God that transforms us and allows us to rise above the storm.  When the devil says “you can’t make it”, the Word of God says “I can do all things through Christ that strengthens me.”  When fear comes upon you, the Word of God says “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but power, love and a sound mind.”  “Standing on the promises of Christ my King, Through eternal ages let His praises ring, Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, Standing on the promises of God.  Standing on the promises that cannot fail, When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, By the living Word of God I shall prevail,  Standing on the promises of God.
“For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” 2 Corin 1:20

Obey God’s commands.
Matthew 14:22-34 is another storm experience.  Read Matthew 14:22-34.  Two storm experiences.  In one Mark 4:39,  Jesus spoke directly to the storm, “peace, be still”.  In Matthew 8:23-27, He bids Peter to “Come”.  Jesus always gives a command in the midst of a storm.
Ask God “what do you want me to do?”  
Do what God tells you to do.  The test of faith is always obedience.  It isn’t enough to hear God’s command.  We must also obey.  Charles Stanley says, “Obey God, and leave the consequences to Him.”
If God tells you to speak to your storm in faith, He will make your faith effective in calming the storm.  If God tells you to endure in patience, he will give the strength.

Obey God, His promises will be fulfilled.

R 
Rest in Him, just like Jesus, our perfect example.
     Rely on Him.  The only way we play a significant role in the kingdom of God is to allow Jesus to live His life in and through us.  Apart from Him we can do nothing, but in Him all things are possible.  Rely on God in the storm.  
Know that God always reveals to you something about Himself that will build you up and prepare you for greater days ahead.  His lesson to you will be uniquely for you.  Don’t miss your lesson.  God has a purpose in every storm.
     Rejoice In Him.  There is deliverance in the praise.
“In everything give thanks for this is the will of God concerning you in Christ Jesus.” 

(I Thes 5:18)
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall unto various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”  (James 1:2-4)
“We also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance, and perseverance, character, and character, hope.  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  (Romans 5:3-5)
Move forward in faith.
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) God has given each of us a measure of faith and He expects us to use it.  Step out of the boat.  What are you saying?  Whatever it takes---hold on.  Encourage yourself.  Encourage yourself in songs.  Encourage yourself from the Word of God.  Speak the Word out loud.  Speak the Word into your circumstances.  Press your way.  Press on.  Faith says “God is in control.”    Faith says “The best is yet to come.”  Our challenge when storms arise is not to try to avoid them, but to set our spirits to respond to stormy times.  We can live boldly because the Spirit of God lives in us.  Look to Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.  He said, “Most assuredly I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.” (John 14:12)
Whatever God has called you to do, do it with all your might.  Don’t shrink back just because you’re in a storm.  God is with you and you are protected.  The apostle Paul faced beatings, shipwrecks, imprisonment, hunger and thirst, sleepless nights, exposure to cold, and many other hardships.  But through it all, he didn’t stop serving the Lord.  He didn’t stop rejoicing in the Lord.  Let God use you in your storm.  God will never allow us to be crushed by the hard hands of trial.  When our faith is on trial, God is only enlarging our capacity to receive more of Him and his blessings.  Trials of faith turn our attention to God and not to things or circumstances.  

Use your faith.  It starts out as a grain of mustard seed, but as you use it, the greater it grows.  It grows so that others can feed on it.  It grows that others can nest in it.  “Faith without works is dead.”  I know without a doubt when I would just show up with my bald head after losing my hair to chemo, God was using me.  Testimony of job interview.  
Move forward in faith, cause… “It Ain’t Ova” (lyrics)
When Peter kept his eyes on Jesus, he walked on the water.  We’ve been called to greater works.  Just keep your eyes on Jesus, move forward in faith, and watch Him work.
CONCLUSION
· Previous Book:Go to Galatians
· Previous Chapter : Go to Ephesians 4
· Expand: show the entire chapter ofEphesians 5
· Next Chapter : Go to Ephesians 6
· Next Book:Go to Philippians
· Listen to this passage

· View commentary related to this passage : Ephesians 5
There is a blessing in the storm, because Jesus is in the storm.  Jesus makes the difference.  What manner of man is this?  He is Jesus.  He is our role model.  He is with us through all our trials.  He is the captain of my soul.  WATCH HIM, WALK WITH HIM, WAIT ON HIM, WORSHIP HIM AND LIVE IN HIS WORD.  You might have to look for him, but he is there.  

No matter what happens, our heavenly Father is completely in control.  He can take the most devastating situations and turn them into blessings.  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love the Lord, to them who are called according to His purpose.”  Romans 8:28
We have the assurance that God is always with us.  We never need to fear because he strengthens and helps us in every situation.  “When thou passeth through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers; they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shalt the flame kindle upon thee.”  Isaiah 43:2  
Jesus is asking us today, He’s challenging our hearts today when He says, “Why are you so afraid?  Do you still have no faith?  
The storm is under God’s control---He is sovereign.  
In the storm there is strength,  there is shelter, there is the sufficiency of God.

Turn to God.  Trust in God.  Take Him at His word.

Obey His commands.

Rest in Him.  Rely on Him.  Rejoice in Him.

Move forward in faith.  Just like Peter, if you keep your eyes on Jesus, in the midst of the storm, you can walk on water.
God bless you.
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